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which, converted into road distance by the addition of one-
sixth, is equal to 2275 miles, or within a few miles of the
computation of Megasthenes, But as this distance is only 1000
stadia greater than the length of the coast-line from Cape
Comorin to the mouth of the Indus, as stated by Strabo, it
seems certain that there must be some mistake in the length
assigned to the southern (or south-western) coast. The
error would be fully corrected by making the two coast-lines of
equal length, as the mouths of the Ganges and Indus are
about equidistant from Cape Comorin. According to this
view, the whole circuit of India would be 61,000 stadia ; and
this is, perhaps, what is intended by Diodorus/ who says
that ".the whole extent of India from east to west is 28,000
stadia, and from north to south 32,000 stadia," or 60,000
stadia altogether.
At a somewhat later date the shape of India is described
in the 'MaMbharat* as an equilateral triangle, which was
divided into four smaller equal triangles.2 The apex of the
triangle is Cape Comorin, and the base is formed by the line of
the Himalaya mountains. No dimensions are given, and no
places are mentioned; but, in fig. 2 of the small maps of
India in the accompanying plate, I have drawn a small
equilateral triangle on the line between Dwfraka, in Gujarat,
and Ganjam on the eastern coast. By repeating this small
triangle on each of its three sides, to the north-west, to the
north-east, and to the south, we obtain the four divisions of
India in one large equilateral triangle. The shape corresponds
very well with the general form of the country, if we extend
the limits of India Ghazni on the north-west, and fix the other
two points of the triangle at Cape Comorin, and Sadiya in
Assam. At the presumed date of the composition of the
'MaHbhfcata,* in the first century A. D., the countries
1.  Diodorus, His., ii. 3.
2,  Jonrn. AsUt^Seo. Bengal. xx.Wilford, quoting the Bhishma
Pam of the 'Mahabharata/ as communicated to aim by Colebrooke.